Village of West Salem
Public Hearings
July 21, 2026

Public hearings called to order at 7:12 p.m. by Village Administrator Teresa DelLong.
Trustees present: Anderson, Curtis, Hennessey, Lautz, Leicht, and Twining. Excused:
President Schumacher. Also present: Village Office Assistant Deb Rucinski, Wastewater
Treatment Operator Canaan Schwarz, Police Chief Scott Alo, Village Attorney Bryant
Klos, Recreation Director Tony DeGaetano, and Village Administrator Teresa DelLong.

Due to Village President Schumacher’s excused absence, a motion was made by Trustee
Hennessey, seconded by Trustee Curtis to appoint Trustee Leicht to preside over the
Public Hearings and Regular Meeting pursuant to Wis. Stat. Sec. 61.32. Roll call vote:
Leicht — nay; remainder of Board - aye. Motion approved.

The first public hearing concerns proposed Ordinance No. 547, which, if adopted, will
create Chapter 17 Fire Inspection of the Village Code of Ordinances. Chapter 17
incorporates Wis. SPS 314.01(13)(b) requirements for annual inspections of all public
buildings and places of employment, along with semi-annual inspections for State-
identified occupancies such as nursing homes, assisted living, and independent living
facilities. Under Wis. Stat. Sec. 101.14(2), the Village is responsible for ensuring that all
required annual and semi-annual fire inspections are completed.

There were no citizens present to speak for or against the proposed Ordinance.

Motion by Trustee Twining, seconded by Trustee Curtis to close the public hearing at 7:14
p.m. Motion approved by voice vote.

The second public hearing was then called to order at 7:15 p.m. This public hearing
concerns proposed Ordinance No. 549, which, if adopted, will amend Chapter 2 of the
Village Code of Ordinances to address outdoor burning regulations, further define
permitted materials, prohibited materials, and clarifies the intent of the Ordinance.

There were no citizens present to speak for or against the proposed Ordinance.

Motion by Trustee Twining, seconded by Trustee Curtis to close the public hearing at 7:16
p.m. Motion approved by voice vote.

Teresa L. DelLong, Village Administrator

Village of West Salem
Regular Meeting
July 21, 2026

Regular meeting called to order at 7:16 p.m. by Trustee Leicht. Trustees present:
Anderson, Curtis, Hennessey, Lautz, and Twining. Excused: President Schumacher.



Also present: Village Office Assistant Deb Rucinski, Wastewater Treatment Operator
Canaan Schwarz, Police Chief Scott Alo, Village Attorney Bryant Klos, Recreation
Director Tony DeGaetano, and Village Administrator Teresa DelLong.

Minutes

Motion by Trustee Hennessey, seconded by Trustee Anderson to approve the minutes of
the July 7, 2026, regular meeting as written. Roll call vote: Unanimous aye. Motion
approved.

Claims
Claims were presented for payment totaling $78,781.54.

Motion by Trustee Lautz, seconded by Trustee Curtis to approve the payment of all claims
as listed. Roll call vote: Unanimous aye.

Ordinance No. 547 — Chapter 17 Fire Inspection

Motion by Twining, seconded by Hennessey to adopt Ordinance No. 547 creating Village
Code of Ordinances Chapter 17 Fire Inspection as presented. Roll call vote: Unanimous
aye. Motion approved.

Ordinance No. 549 — Qutdoor Burning Requlations

Motion by Curtis, seconded by Twining to adopt Ordinance No. 549, which amends
Chapter 2 of the Code of Ordinances to address outdoor burning regulations as
presented. Roll call vote: Unanimous aye. Motion approved.

Letter to La Crosse County

The Board reviewed a proposed letter to La Crosse County outlining the Board’s priorities
for future development of the 115-acre site located within the Village limits. The letter
emphasizes several key Village expectations as the County evaluates request for
information proposals and considers its next steps. The Board discussed a development
approach beginning at Tilson Street Extended as outlined in the letter.

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Hennessey to send to La Crosse County the letter with
the discussed revisions to the Economic Development Specialist, all La Crosse County
Board Supervisors, the County Administrator, and the Zoning Director. Roll call vote:
Unanimous aye. Motion approved.

Utilities Committee Meeting

Trustee Twining reported on the Utilities Committee meeting held on July 15, 2026. The
Committee met in closed session pursuant to Wis. Stat. Sec. 19.85(1)(e) for the purpose
of deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public
funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining
reasons require a closed session, i.e., discuss potential purchase of public property for
Sewer Utility.

Motion by Trustee Twining, seconded by Trustee Curtis to approve the minutes of the
July 15, 2026, Utilities Committee meeting as presented. Roll call vote: Unanimous aye.
Motion approved.



Law Enforcement Committee Meeting

Trustee Hennessey reported on the July 20, 2026, Law Enforcement Committee meeting.
The purpose of the meeting was to review for possible recommendation to the Village
Board a proposed Ordinance imposing maximum limits on the number of dogs and cats
allowed in any one residence in the Village. In the past, the Law Enforcement Committee
has discussed reviewing the current pet limit Ordinance, which allows residents to apply
for a permit to exceed the standard limit of two dogs and two cats. While the permit
process has generally worked well, the Committee noted that the Ordinance does not
establish an upper limit on the number of animals that may be approved. This has
resulted in occasional requests for significantly higher numbers, creating inconsistency
and uncertainty for both applicants and the Village Board. Our present Ordinance also
does not address a standard or a maximum number of rabbits allowed. Administrator
Delong drafted a proposed revision to Section 11.08(E) of the Code of Ordinances. The
revision would: Maintain the existing base limit of two dogs, two cats, and now two rabbits
over five months of age; establish a proposed hard maximum of four dogs, four cats, and
four rabbits over five months of age at any residence; allow residents to continue applying
for a Permit to Exceed the Pet Limit, but only up to the hard maximum; prohibit issuance
of any permit exceeding these limits; and leave all existing permit application
requirements, nuisance standards, renewal procedures, and revocation authority
unchanged. The Committee reviewed dog and cat limits imposed in eleven other
municipalities in La Crosse County. The Committee felt the proposed revision addresses
the intent of capping the number of dogs, cats, and now rabbits allowed, provides
consistency, improves enforceability, and helps prevent situations where large numbers
of animals create noise, odor, or sanitation concerns in residential areas. This revision
would not affect the Permits to exceed already approved—it would apply to new permit
applications only. Any previously issued special permits remain valid only for the animals
listed on the permit and shall not be expanded. The Committee recommended the Village
Board schedule a public hearing on Ordinance No. 550 as proposed, with the addition
that the total number of cats and dogs at any residence may not exceed five.

Motion by Trustee Hennessey, seconded by Trustee Curtis to approve the minutes of the
Law Enforcement Committee meeting held on July 20, 2026, as presented. Roll call vote:
Unanimous aye. Motion approved.

Motion by Trustee Hennessey, seconded by Trustee Curtis to schedule a public hearing
on proposed Ordinance No. 550 for Monday, August 3, 2026, beginning at 6:55 p.m. Roll
call vote: Unanimous aye. Motion approved.

Motion by Trustee Twining, seconded by Trustee Anderson to convene in closed session
at 7:44 p.m. pursuant to Wis. Stat. Sec. 19.85(1)(e) for the purpose of deliberating or
negotiating the purchase of public properties, investment of public funds, and transfers of
public properties, to-wit: Discuss potential purchase of public properties for Sewer Utility.
Roll call vote: Unanimous aye. Motion approved.

Motion by Trustee Anderson, seconded by Trustee Hennessey to reconvene in open
session at 8:10 p.m. Motion approved by voice vote.

Motion by Trustee Hennessey, seconded by Trustee Anderson to refer the potential
purchase of public properties for Sewer Utility to the Finance and Personnel Committee



for review and recommendation to the Village Board. Roll call vote: Unanimous aye.
Motion approved.

Motion by Trustee Anderson, seconded by Trustee Twining to adjourn the meeting at 8:12
p.m. Approved by voice vote.

Teresa L. DelLong, Village Administrator



